
 

St Mary’s College 
Fees and Levies 

2025 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Catholic schools are partially funded by both the Federal and State governments, therefore school fees, paid by families, are 
essential to help meet the gap between government funding and the cost of providing a quality contemporary educational 
experience for the students and to meet the costs associated with operating a school on a year-by-year basis. 

FAMILY COMMITMENT 
The College is reliant on families paying their school fees to ensure the funding gap is met and the College meets its financial 
commitments. 

In accepting enrolment at St Mary’s College all families are expected to pay school fees. 

Whilst no child will be denied access to a Catholic education due to genuine financial hardship, when families decide on a 
Catholic school for their children, they knowingly accept the financial responsibilities associated with school fees.  It is the 
duty of the Principal to manage the collection of school fees.  Parents are encouraged to contact the Business Assistant 
(Finance), Mrs Lisa Cinquegrana to make a confidential appointment with the College Accountant, Mrs Sina Presti to discuss 
any financial concerns with meeting the College school fees.  

SETTING COLLEGE FEES 
Each year the College fees are reviewed by the Principal and the Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools (MACS), in 
consultation with the College Advisory Council (previously known as the College Board), to ensure any fee increases are kept 
to a minimum.  Families are given notification of any changes made to the annual fee structure by way of the “Fee and Levy 
Schedule”, which is included in this pack.   This pack is sent to families in December each year. 

St Mary’s College endeavours to establish fees that: 

• Are fair and equitable. 
• Allow the College to deliver contemporary curriculum and maintain property and infrastructure; and 
• Provide families with suitable options for payment. 

HOW FEES ARE BILLED 
In February of each year, each family receives an account for the total amount of College Fees charged for the year.  Fee 
statements will be emailed monthly to account payees or are available on request.   

The monthly fee statement from the College administration system will only provide the details of the balance outstanding, 
or credit amount on the account, along with any transactions that have occurred during the month.  The fee charges will be 
added in an itemised format on the first fee statement issued in February.   

Please note that if the balance on the fee statement has a minus sign in front of the figure, your account is in credit. 

COLLEGE FEES EXPLAINED 

Federal and State Government Grant Funding 
As Catholic schools are only partially funded by Federal and State governments, Grant funding primarily covers staffing 
associated costs, and some components of the College’s expenditure.   The following fees and levies are charged by the 
College to meet all other costs associated with operating the College.  These are detailed below. 

Family Fee (charged per family) 
The Family Fee is used for recurrent expenses, including the cost of running and maintaining the school. 



Capital Levy (charged per family) 
The Capital Levy was introduced in 2022 and contributes to the College’s Masterplan infrastructure and capital expenses.  
The Masterplan outlines the College’s staged plan to apply for funding grants and self-funded new buildings. 

Tuition Levy (charged per student) 
The Tuition Levy covers costs associated with curriculum, excursions and incursions.  The levy includes costs such as 
student and classroom supplies, curriculum subscriptions, class photocopying, printing, ICT resources, library resources, 
sports equipment, staff professional development, resources for all curriculum areas, sporting carnivals, the swimming 
program (Foundation to Year 7), inter-school sporting activities and health programs.   

All excursions, incursions and programs are part of the curriculum and students are expected to attend and participate.    
For Years 7-10 secondary students, the tuition levy also includes the curricula text.   

The Tuition Levy excludes the cost of camps.     

A Tuition Levy discount is provided to families with multiple students completing their secondary years (Year 7 to Year 12) 
as follows: 

 2nd secondary student  $340 
 3rd secondary student $850 
 4th secondary student $1,700 

Camp Levy (charged per student) 
The Camp Levy covers the full costs associated with student attendance to camps, where applicable.   Camps are part of 
the curriculum and students are expected to attend and participate.   Further information will be provided in 2025 to 
families.  The following camps will be held in 2025: 

Year 5 – 6 Canberra    $800 
Year 7 Halls Gap  $600 
Year 9 Tasmania $1,750 

Camp Refund/Rebate Application in the event a student is unable to attend 
It is important that you are aware, that the costs associated with camps are calculated, and often paid for, months prior to 
the camp date, and are generally based on the number of students attending.    This process takes place when the 
College’s Fees and Levies are set and ensures that the Camp Levy is advised to families on the first statement.  Should 
student numbers vary, it may not be viable to run the camp.   This decision is at the discretion of the Principal. 

For these reasons, the following refunds/rebates apply to non-attendance of a College camp:  

100% Refund -  
• When a family leaves the College 45 days prior to the camp date. 
• When a family gives notice of a family commitment/other event, which makes it impossible for the child to 

attend the camp, 45 days prior to the camp date. 
• For medical reasons and a medical certificate is supplied. 

50% Refund - 
• When a child does not attend and provides less than 45 days’ notice. 

25% Refund - 
•  When a child does not attend and provides less than 14 days’ notice. 

An application form is available by contacting the College via email at accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au  

The circumstances for the student’s non-attendance at camp (other than leaving the College) must be discussed with 
and signed-off by the teacher in charge as part of the application process. 

Device Levy - Secondary Laptop Instalments (charged per secondary student) 
The College provides a take home laptop program for our secondary students. 

A Device Levy will be charged to the account of all families with secondary students.  This levy is paid via instalments over 
their secondary College attendance and covers the cost of providing the take home laptop, charger, an on-site warranty, 
on-site repairs & maintenance, licenses, software and a sleeve.   

The laptop remains the property of the College until the end of the program, at which time the student may purchase 
the laptop outright for $10, on the proviso that there is no outstanding fee balance.    

The instalments for all programs are as follows: 

mailto:accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au


2025 Year 7 
2 x $220 

 
 

New Program 

Year 8 
2 x $220 

 
 

Continued 
Program 

Year 9 
2 x 220 

+ buy-out $10 
 

Continued 
Program 

Year 10 
2 x $220 

 
 

New Program 

Year 11 
2 x $220 

 
 

Continued 
Program 

Year 12 
3 x $220 

+ buy-out $10 
 

Continued 
Program 

2026 Year 8 
2 x $220 

Year 9 
2 x $220 

 + buy-out $10 

Year 10 
 

New Program 

Year 11 
2 x $220 

 

Year 12 
2 x 220 

+ buy-out $10 

 

2027 Year 9 
2 x $220 

 + buy-out $10 
 

Year 10 
 

New Program 
 

 Year 12 
2 x 220 

+ buy-out $10 
 

  

2028 Year 10 
 

New Program 
 
 

  

 
Students enrolling at the College during the year 
Where a student enrols at the College part way through the year, the College will make available either: 

• A second-hand laptop.  These laptops are inspected and formatted and may have previously been handed back 
to the College following the transfer out of a student.  Participation in this program only requires payment of future 
remaining instalments.  There will be no option to purchase the laptop at the end of the program. 

OR 

• A new formatted laptop. Participation in this program requires payment of all instalments to date. 

The choice of option may be subject to device availability at the time of enrolment. 

Students leaving the College during the year 
A student who exits the College during the course of the Laptop Program, will be required to return the laptop.   Should 
students wish to retain the laptop when leaving, payment of the balance of outstanding instalments will be required.  
Please note that this option is on the proviso that there is no outstanding fee balance. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE DONATIONS 
Apart from the fundraising, which is done by the Parents and Friends Association, the College occasionally supports other 
organisations not directly associated with the College.  We are committed to Caritas Project Compassion, which runs 
throughout Lent each year.  Organisations supported in the past have included St Vincent De Paul, Mercy Works, Cancer 
Council, Samaritan’s Purse and My Room Children’s Cancer Charity.  Your support for these fundraising activities, whilst entirely 
voluntary, is encouraged. These donations are not charged to family accounts. 

FEE PAYMENT 
Fee payments may be made in weekly, fortnightly, monthly, or in quarterly instalments.  Alternatively, payments may be made 
in lump sums provided they are made by the due dates listed on the Fee and Levy Schedule.    All fees are due by 1 October 
2025.    

Fee statements are issued monthly, with the first statement detailing the 2025 College fees being issued in February 2025.   

Fee payments can begin at any time if you wish to make an early start for next year.    If fees are paid in full, and payments to 
the account continue, this amount will be applied as a pre-payment for fees to be charged the following year.  

Payment Options 
The College offers three payment options: 

Upfront Payment 

All families who pay the total 2025 fees by 21 March, will receive a discount of $250. 



4 Equal instalments  

Payments can be made by 4 equal instalments.  Quarterly payments of the total fees (excluding the Device Levy) are 
payable on 21 March, 1 May, 1 August and 1 October 2025. 

Weekly, fortnightly or monthly instalments 

Payments can be made weekly, fortnightly or monthly, with the full payment to be received by 1 October 2025. 

To calculate the payment amount, divide the total fees by the number of weeks, fortnights, or months up to the  
1 October 2025.     

Payment Method Options 
Our preferred method of payment is Direct Debit or EFT (Electronic funds transfer). 

Direct Debit 

To take advantage of the direct debit payment method, please complete and return the enclosed CDF direct debit 
. 

EFT (Electronic funds transfer) 

To make a payment via EFT, please ensure you quote your family account number and surname as the reference.    This 
will ensure that your payment is allocated to your account, as there are many families with the same surname.   

Your family account number can be found at the top right-hand side of your statement, which you will receive monthly.   
The College’s bank account is as follows: 

 Account Name: St Mary’s College General Account 
 BSB: 083 347 
 Account No: 839 989 790 
 Reference: Family Account Number, Surname 

Payment at the College Office 
Payments may be made by EFTPOS or cash at the College office. 

Split Billing 
If more than one person is responsible for the payment of your child’s College fees, you may elect to split the bill.   This 
means each bill payer will receive a separate account, detailing their own account number and their portion of the bill.  
For an account to be split, both parties must agree to and sign the attached 

.  Arrangements made on enrolment will remain in place until the College is notified otherwise, in writing.  A 
Split Billing Form has been included in this package. 

Fee charges for Early Transfer Out Students 
Upon notice of a student leaving during the term, the Family Fee & Tuition Levy for the full term will be payable.  A 
Refund/Rebate will be applied only to the subsequent terms left in the school year.   

A Camp Levy Refund/Rebate will apply as detailed under the note “Camp Refund/Rebate Application”. 

The Capital Levy will be charged in full for all new students regardless of commencement date. 

Fee charges for Late Transfer In Students 
Upon notice of a student commencing anytime during a term, the Family Fee & Tuition levy for the full term will be 
payable.  Any upcoming Camp Levy will also be charged.   

The Capital Levy will be charged in full for all new students regardless of commencement date. 

Over-Due School Fees 
If required, throughout the year the Finance team will engage with families regarding their fee balances and payment 
arrangements.     

  



FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
There are a range of financial incentives that families may be able to access to assist with the cost of educating their children. 
These include: 

Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) 
Families holding a valid means-tested Pensioner concession card, Health Care card or Veteran’s Affairs Gold card are 
eligible to apply.  For 2025, schools will receive $150 for each eligible primary student and $250 for each eligible secondary 
student.  CSEF funds received are applied to your College account. 
 
Information and an application form have been included with this pack and must be returned to the College by 28th 
February each year to claim the CSEF benefit.  A copy of a valid concession card must also be supplied with each 
application. 
 
Further information can be found on the Victorian Government website via this link  . 

Conveyance Allowance Program (CAP) 
The Conveyance Allowance is a form of financial assistance from the Victorian State Government to assist families in rural 
and regional Victoria with the cost of transporting their children to their nearest appropriate school. 

To be eligible for the allowance, students must: 

• Reside more than 4.8km by the shortest practicable route from the College. The shortest practicable route is defined 
as the shortest distance by road from a student’s house to the College gate. 

• Be of school age and reside in Victoria. 
• Be enrolled at and attend school three (3) or more days a week. 
• Live in regional and rural Victoria outside the metropolitan conveyance boundary. 

An allowance may be payable if students are conveyed to school by private car, private bus (usually school chartered) or 
public transport. 

Private car reimbursement is calculated on a one-way travel distance between the student’s place of residence and the 
school bus stop. A private car conveyance allowance is not available if the journey could have been made using a public 
transport service or free school bus. 

Further information regarding the eligibility criteria can be found on the Victorian Government website via this link 
. 

If you believe you are eligible and wish to complete a Conveyance Allowance application form, please click below to 
download the relevant application form: 

Please complete the enclosed  should you wish this allowance to be allocated 
against your Fee Account.    

If you have any questions regarding your application form, please contact the Business Assistant (Finance), Mrs Lisa 
Cinquegrana at the College office or email accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au 

Existing families - Current families in 2024, who receive the Conveyance Allowance, do not need to complete a new form 
in 2025 unless there has been a change to their family enrolments at St Mary’s College.     The following are instances 
where a new form is required to ensure that the eligibility criteria is maintained:  

• A student has left or commenced at the College.  
• Any change of the student’s address.  

Adjustments to a conveyance allowance - If a student’s travel period ends earlier than expected an adjustment to the 
amount payable may be applied. 

Payments for students who reside at more than one address - A student who resides at more than one address can be 
assessed for eligibility from both the primary and secondary residence. For students who are eligible from only the primary 
or secondary addresses, payment will be at a pro-rata amount based on the number of days they reside at the address. 
For students eligible from both addresses, the College will claim a full allowance from the primary address and allocate 
appropriate amounts to the parents/guardians. This also applies for multimode allowances. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/submitting-application
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/policy
https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel-1343
https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/conveyance-allowance-form-2-bus-private-travel-1344
https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/conveyance-allowance-form-3-public-transport-travel-1345
https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/conveyance-allowance-form-5-multimode-travel-1347
mailto:accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au


Opening The Doors Foundation Funding for Indigenous Students 
The Opening the Doors Foundation provides funding support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families, by 
providing assistance in maintaining a positive education environment for children. The Foundation covers the extra costs 
associated with schooling in a non-government school environment.  This includes costs not otherwise funded from 
government or other educational funding sources, such as school uniforms, books, school camps and other school 
associated costs. The Applicant (student) must be of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent and supply a Confirmation 
of Aboriginality.   The Learning Diversity Leader can assist in the application process where families request this. 

Special Circumstance Financial Assistance 
In cases where special/difficult financial circumstances exist, parents/guardians are invited to contact the Business 
Assistant (Finance), Mrs Lisa Cinquegrana, at the College office or at accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au to organise a 
confidential appointment with the College Accountant, Mrs Sina Presti. 

Concessions may be available for those who have either short term or long-term financial hardship and are having 
difficulty paying fees.  Parents/Guardians who experience such difficulties are strongly urged to contact the College as 
soon as the need arises so that appropriate arrangements can be made, rather than allow debts to accumulate with the 
College. These arrangements are to be negotiated on an annual basis. All financial arrangements are kept strictly 
confidential. 

GOVERNMENT SCHOOL BUS PROGRAM  
In country areas, the majority of students are eligible to travel using the Government School Bus System, and travel at no cost.   
In the following circumstances, students may not be eligible to free travel by bus: 

Students who are bypassing their nearest Catholic school 

Where students and their families have made a choice to bypass their nearest Catholic school to attend St Mary’s College, 
they do not meet the free bus eligibility criteria.    As such, the College has been advised that there is cost per term for 
each student.  For 2024, this cost was $125 per student per term ($500 per annum).  The College will contact any families 
who are directly impacted in 2025. 

Students who reside less than 4.8km from the College 

Where students reside less than 4.8km from the College, they do not meet the free bus eligibility criteria.  

Please note that in the above circumstances, the student’s eligibility to use the School Bus System is dependent on a seat 
being available.   

Further information can be found on the Victorian Government website via this link  Government School Bus Program.  A School 
Program eligibility guide has been attached for your convenience. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
For further information, please contact the office on 5792 2611 or via email at accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au 

mailto:accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-bus-program/policy
mailto:accounts@smseymour.catholic.edu.au
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AUTHORITY TO APPLY SPLIT BILLING FOR FEES AND LEVIES 
Arrangements will remain in place unless notified otherwise in writing 

 
 

 
Fee payer’s name_________________________ of ______________________________________ 
  billing address 
 
and 
 

 
Fee payer’s name_________________________ of ______________________________________ 
  billing address 

 
wish to apply a split billing arrangements for the payment of College fee and levies for: 

 
Students’ Names 

1.  ________________________________ 

2.  ________________________________ 

3.  ________________________________ 

4.  ________________________________ 

We agree to pay the following portion each and agree to receive separate statements reflecting 
that portion.   We  agree that any future fees and levies will be billed in this same manner. 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________agrees to be billed for _______%  
 Fee payer 1 name eg. 50% of all fees 

 
_____________________________________           ______________  

 Signature Date 

 
 

 
_______________________________________________agrees to be billed for _______%  

 Fee payer 1 name eg. 50% of all fees 
 

_____________________________________           ______________  
 Signature Date 
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund APPLICATION Form 

School Name School REF ID 

Parent/legal guardian details 
Surname _________________________________________________________________  
First name   _________________________________________________________________ 
Address  ________ _________________________________________________________ 
Town/suburb  __________________________________State ___________Postcode _______   
Contact number ____________________________________ 
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN) 

Foster parent* OR Veterans affairs pensioner (Gold Card)** 

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Victorian Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH).
**Applicants must provide a copy of the Veteran Affairs Gold card.

Student details 
Child’s surname   Child’s first name Student ID Date of birth 

(dd/mm/yyyy) Year level 

I authorise the Victorian Department of Education (DE) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry about my Centrelink customer details 
and concession card status to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise the Victorian Department of 
Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH) to provide the results of any enquiry to DE regarding temporary care orders. 

I understand that: 
• DFFH or Centrelink will use information I have provided to DE to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose

to DE personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• This consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DFFH and provide it to my child’s school so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions 

Fund can be determined.
• If I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions

Fund provided by DE.
• Information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to DFFH and/or State Schools Relief for the purpose 

of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You can request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your child’s school. 

Signature of applicant     ____        Date   /       /____ 

St Mary's College Seymour 20161



Camps, Sports and Excursions fund eligibility 
Below are the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility 
To be eligible* for the fund, a mature minor of sixteen years of age or over, a parent or legal guardian of a student 
attending a registered Government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or;
• on the first day of Term two.

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans
Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC)
holder, OR

b) Be a temporary foster parent, and;
c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
(CSEF): Eligibility | education.vic.gov.au
Mature minors or parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested 
by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and seventeen years of age inclusive. 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or secondary 
school. Typically, these students are aged between five and eighteen years inclusive. 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooling, or TAFE. 

Eligibility Date 
For concession card holders, CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being successfully 
validated with Centrelink on 28 January 2025 and/or 15 April 2025. 

Payment amounts 
CSEF payment amount 
The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the benefit 
of the eligible student. 

• Primary school student rate: $150.00 per year.
• Secondary school student rate: $250.00 per year.

The CSEF is paid directly the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or excursion costs for 
your child. 

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Payment amounts | education.vic.gov.au 
Foundation and Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. 
Schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents, so please register your interest at the school.  

How to complete the application form 
NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN 

1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section.
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your 
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school.
If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of documentation 
confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner Gold card to the school.

2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school.
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2025 closes at the 

end of term two 2025.

CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE CONSENT FORM 

 

 
 

I/We _____________________________________________________________________ 
[parent/guardian name] 

 
 
 
consent to the Conveyance Allowance being allocated to my College fee account. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Name 
 
 

_________________________________________           _____________________ 
Signature Date 
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